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Introduction

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel College, Bhabua, in collaboration with the Indian
Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR), New Delhi, successfully organized a grand
international seminar on the theme "From Vedic Revival to Cultural Empowerment: The
Contribution of Arya Samaj to Indian Girmitiya Labourers." Scholars, teachers, and
researchers from eight states of India and six countries participated in this seminar.

The seminar aimed to highlight the challenging lives of Indian Girmitiya labourers, their
socio-cultural identity, and the reformative role of the Arya Samaj. Discussions focused on
the contribution of Arya Samaj’s Vedic principles and educational movements in preserving
Indian culture, language, and traditions abroad.

Inaugural Session (25.09.25)

The program commenced with floral tributes and the lighting of the lamp. Welcome
speeches, traditional Banna and Kulgeet were presented by NSS volunteers. Dr. Akhilendra
Nath Tiwari, Co-Coordinator, welcomed and introduced the guests. The seminar’s objectives
were explained by Coordinator Dr. Ajit Kumar Rai.

The keynote speaker, Prof. Ashutosh Kumar (Fulbright-Nehru Fellow, Harvard University,
USA), illuminated the historical-cultural struggles of the Girmitiya community and
suggested linking the Indian Diaspora Day with the historic dates of the Girmit migration.
Dr. Indrani Ram Prasad shared insights on the challenges of Girmitiya migration and the
creative role played by Arya Samaj. Principal Dr. Shankar Prasad Sharma delivered the
presidential address, reaffirming the commitment to elevate the college to new academic
heights.

First Technical Session (25.09.25)

This session on “Arya Samaj Migration and the Preservation of Indian Culture” was chaired
by Dr. Arvind Kumar. Recorded videos of Dr. Uday Narayan Gangu and Dr. Satyadev
Prabhu were presented. Chief guest Dr. Girijanand Singh Bisesar (Mauritius) and Prof.
Divakar Pandey deliberated on the problems faced by the diaspora and Arya Samaj's
reformative efforts. Dr. Ajay Ojha delivered the presidential remarks, and Dr. Sumit Kumar
Rai proposed the vote of thanks.

Second Technical Session (25.09.25)

Convened by Dr. Priyanka Mishra, this session featured speakers including Dr. Surendra Rai
from Banaras Hindu University and Dr. Shambhunath Shastri, Arya Samaj representative
from Uttar Pradesh. Shastri emphasized the importance of Vedic philosophy and the concept
of an undivided India. Key guests Dr. N. Tripathi (IGNOU) and presidential speaker Shri
Vanshnarayan Rai (Ashok Institute, Ghazipur) highlighted the relevance of Arya Samaj’s role
in Indian education, culture, and social movements. Dr. Sangeeta Singh offered the vote of
thanks.
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Second Day 26.09.25
First Session (26.09.25):

The inaugural session featured the Professor Laxman Rai Memorial Lecture Series, focusing
on the role of Arya Samaj in Vedic revival, cultural preservation, and the context of
Girmitiya laborers. The session was coordinated by Dr. Abhay Kumar (Department of
Ancient Indian History, Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi).

Speakers:
» Dr. Shashikesh Gaur (Department of History, Basant Women’s College, Varanasi)
» Dr. Rishabh Kumar (G.D. Binani Postgraduate College, Mirzapur)
» Dr. Ashok Sonkar

The session was chaired by Professor Anuradha Singh (Banaras Hindu University), and the
vote of thanks was delivered by Dr. Vanshidhar Upadhyay.

Second Session(26.09.25):
The second session included insightful discussions by:
> Dr. Vikas Kumar
> Dr. Shipra Nandan (Allahabad University)
> Dr. Sunil Kumar Rai (Delhi University)
> Dr. Deepak Kumar (Sasaram)
> Dr. Priyanka Thakur (Gujarat University)
Valedictory Session(26.09.25):

The Valedictory session commenced with a welcome address and introduction of guests by
Dr. Neyaz Ahmad Siddiqui. The seminar summary was presented by Dr. Akhilendra Nath
Tiwari.

Keynote Speakers:
> Shri Ajit Singh (Editor, Bhojpuri Sangam)
> Dr. Vinod Kumar Chaudhary (Department of History, D.A.V. College, Varanasi)
> Dr. Riteshwar Nath Tiwari (Jaiprakash University, Chhapra)

The presidential address was delivered by Professor Piyush Kamal Sinha (Magadh
University), who elaborated on Vedic empowerment and the cultural lives of Indian
Girmitiya laborers. The vote of thanks was given by Dr. Mahesh Prasad. The seminar
concluded with the singing of the National Anthem.
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The event was a significant academic endeavor, fostering rich discussions on the
contributions of Arya Samaj to cultural empowerment and the historical context of Indian
Girmitiya laborers.
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significance of vaidic culture to the upliftment

7 of India in Mauritius
Shukdev kumar From diplacement to empowerment: The
8 cultural geography of indian indentured labour
migration
0 Sandeep kumar yaday | SfecTatt T siactel Siterstell T STt Seserell arsT <6t
(online) THTRIEAT T TSI ST |
10 | st TSt (online) Role of Arya samaj in Trinidad and Tobago
. firfsht AT (online) U Wi o forshre o Afea gl i it wh
et sreEE(1947-2014)
SI . . . .
No Name of Participant Affiliated Institute
1. | DRAASHOK KUMAR K.B.P.G.COLLEGE,MIRZAPUR,UP
2. | Dr. Sarfaraz Ahmad S. K. Mahila College
3. Dr_. Brlj.endra Kumar S.K. Mahila College
Tripathi
4 | Rahul Kumar Bharti Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University
Lucknow
Dr Sanjeev Kumar : :
5. Mishra Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan
) ) S. R. K. G. College, Sitamarhi (A constituent
. | Dr. Babita k : }
6 r. Babita kumari unit of B. R. A. B. U., Muzaftfarapur, Bihar)
7. | Md. Aslam Parwez Jagjiwan College, Ara
8. | Dr. Nabarun Ghosh Jagjiwan College, Ara
9. | Onam sahu Pt. Ravishankar university Raipur
10. | Dr. Alok Ranjan C.M. College (Arts & Commerce)
11. | Dr. Satyendra Pandey Jagjiwan College, Ara
12. | S THE FAR & famr, TSt e, TR
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13.

Dr. Shalini Mishra

Halim Muslim P. G. College Kanpur

Sachchidanand College, Shahmal Khaira-Deo,

14. | Vikas Kumar Rohtas
e Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel College, Bhabua,

15. | Brij Raj Prasad Gupta Kaimur, (Bihar)

16. | Dr. Prabhat Singh K. B. P. G. College Mirzapur, U.P.

17. | Dr. Sangya Pandey Amity University Patna

18. | Srikant Manubansh Amlty S.ChOOI. of Languages, Amity
University, Jaipur

19. | Dr. Sanjay Kumar Magadh University Bodh Gaya

20. | Dr. Sanjay Kumar Magadh University Bodh Gaya

21. | Amrit Lal Jaiswal Jagjiwan College Ara

29 | Lalu Kumar Department of Economics, Patna University
Patna

73 | Dr. Shailendra Tiwari Ins‘Fltute. of Educa.tlon, Bundelkhand
University, Jhansi

DR. KANCHAN C : .

24. KUMARI Vaishali Mahila College, Hajipur

25. | Mamta Kumari Veer Kunwar Singh University

26. | Mithilesh Kumar P G Department of Sanskrit Patna university,
patna

27. | SHUKDEV KUMAR Veer Kunwar Singh University, Ara, Bihar
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, VEER

28 | ASHOK KUMAR KUNWAR SINGH UNIVERSITY, ARA
(BIHAR)

ASHUTOSH KUMAR : o

29 SINGH Veer Kunwar Singh University, Ara

30 | AWADHESH PRASAD | M.M. Mahila College, Ara, VK.S.U., Ara

31 | Santosh Suman Se.lchchldanand Sinha College Aurangabad
Bihar

32 | Sandeep Kumar Yadav | Veer kunvar Singh University ARA

33 | Anuja Tripathi

Vasant Kanya
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Mahavidyalaya(BHU)Kamachha ,Varanasi

Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University,

34 | Rahul Kumar Bharti
Lucknow

35 | Simpy Kumari Veer Kunwar Singh University, Ara

36 | Sudhanshu Kumari Veer Kunwar Singh University Ara

: P.G. Department of Geography, Veer Kunwar

37 | Abhishek Kumar Singh University, Ara, Bihar

38 | Arti Raj Le.tht Narayan Mithila University, Darbhanga,
Bihar

39 | Dr Virendra Kumar Maha}rsh1 Vlshwamlt.ra College,
Charitravan,Buxar,Bihar

40 | Sangeeta kumari Veerkunwar singh university ara

41 | Pratibha Pandey PhD Scholar
RAMMANOHAR LOHIYA, AWADH

42 | SARITA MISHRA UNIVERSITY , AYODHYA, UTTAR
PRADESH

43 | VIKASH KUMAR D-epartme_nt of Political Science, Veer Kunwar
Singh University, Ara

44 | Vibha bharti Munger university, Munger

45 | Shivani Bhardwaj T.N.B.College, T.M.B.U, Bhagalpur
University Department of Music and

46 | Pushpam Narain Dramatics,Lalit Narayan Mithila University,
Darbhanga, Bihar

47 | Priyanka Kumari T.M.B.U Bhagalpur.

48 | Dr. Kumari Jyoti R.K.College, Madhubani

49 | Dr. Gulab Singh Sri Radha Krishna Goenka College, Sitamarhi

50 Mr. VIPUL KUMAR DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY, M.R.M.

VERMA COLLEGE, LN.M.U. DARBHANGA

Adarsh College Rajdhanwar, Giridih,

51 | Dr Angad Kumar Tharkhand

52 | Anugrah pathak Neharg gram bharti deemed un1ver§1ty
jamunipur kotwa dubawal prayagraj

53 | ANURAG PATHAK

SHRI JAGDISHPRASAD JHABARMAL
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TIBREWALA UNIVERSITY CHURELA
JHUNJHUNU RAJASTHAN
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Dr. Anand Kumar
Tripathi

Rohtas Mahila College, Sasaram

55 | DRAASHOK KUMAR | K.B.P.G.COLLEGE,MIRZAPUR,UP
56 | Shivansh Kumar SVP College

57 | Rahul Kumar JLN College, Dehri

58 | Raushan Gupta BG College, Bhabua

59 | Sintu Yadav SVP College, Bhabua

60 | Manoram Kumar Maharana Pratap College, Mohania

61 | Rakesh kumar gupta Guru praksh college, Kekadha

62 | Shivam Kumar SVP College, Bhabua

63 | 3 FAR TR féet fom, ot dhan e foraforener, smul

64 | Prashant ujjawal Magadh University bodh gaya
P.G.DEPARTMENT OF

65 | ROHIT KUMAR GEOGRAPHY,VEER KUNWAR SINGH
UNIVERSITY,ARA

66 | Dr.Bipin Kumar R.K.College, Madhubani

67 | SURSEN BAHADUR Mahatma Gandhi Kashi Vidyapeeth, Varanasi

68 | TS AR AT et e, R e fife Rrafreme s, frer

69 | Dr. Meera Kumari S.V.P. College Bhabua

70 | Pawan Kumar Sharma Bnmu PG department of Hindi PHD -hindi

71 | Sima Singh Eg?s:rs;ti;rifa%eiizlr’tment Veer Kunwar Singh

72 | Saroj Pathak Gram Bharti College, Ramgarh

73 | Nandlal Ram SVP College Bhabua

74 | T diareda formaTm foraforamer, afefioy, aftm s

. SR ATSAT HETISRITTRT BTSN $9hTS el Hed!
75 | F T i stseR forafaremera g;tmq;
76 | Dr.Ekta Jaiswal ICSSR Delhi, Banaras Hindu University

Varanasi
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77 | Shruti Kumari P.G. Department of History, V.K.S.U. , ARA

78 | Om Prakash Patel VKSU Ara

79 | Ankit Kumar SVP College, Bhabua
80 | Shubhanam Kumar BHU

81 | Aditya Kumar VKSU Ara

82 | Golden kumar BRBU, Muzaffarpur
83 | Bitesh Yadav VKSU Ara

84 | Rekha Kumari GB College, Ramgarh
85 | Ragini Kumari BHU

86 | Pankaj Kumar VKSU Ara

87 | Raju Kashyap Kashi Vidhyapith

88 | Suraj Yadav MP College, Mohania
89 | Anuk Kumar Patel Sam Global University, Bhopal

90 | Rakesh Kumar singh Sam Global University, Bhopal

91 | Santi kumari SS Mahila College, Bhabua

92 | Suruchi Kumari MDRPDM College, Bhabua

93 | Shiv Ranjan kumar ABB College, Bhabua

94 | Ravi Praksh Maurya Kashi VidhyaPeeth, VAransi

95 | Ruchi Kumari SS Mahila College, Bhabua

96 | Praksh Yadav GB College, Ramgarh

97 | Priyanka Kumari Sahid Bhagat Singh College, Amritsar
98 | Jyoti Kumari LPU

99 | Suman Patel Sikkim Manipal University, Sikkim
100 | Kavita Upadhyay Nalanda University

101 | Sunil Patel Magadh University, Bodhagaya

102 | Narendra Kumar AN College, Patna

103 | Mobin Akhtar HD jain College, Ara

104 | Avinav Kumar Jagjeewan College, Ara

105 | Anil Paswan SP jain College, sasaram
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106 | Shubham Tiwari Shree Shankar College, Sasarram
107 | Faizal Ansari Shershah College, Sasaram
108 | Ajeet Shrevastava SVP College, Bhabua

109 | Akhilendra Patel Sam Global University, Bhopal
110 | Ananad Tiwari BG College, Bhabua

111 | Nitu Kumari SBCU Gaya

112 | Swati Debey Kashi Vidyapeeth

113 | Sanskrit Jaiswal BHU

114 | Swadha Kumari DAV College, Banaras

115 | Anay Patel Guru Ghasidas College

116 | Ankit shrewastav LMNU Bhagalpur

117 | Shabnam Khatoon Aligarh Muslim University

Major Outcomes of the Seminar

Presentation of research papers on the historic journey, hardships, and social
resurgence of the Girmitiya labourers.

Deliberations on the preservation and dissemination of language, education, and
culture of overseas Indians through Arya Sama;j’s Vedic teachings.

Sharing of experiences by representatives from Mauritius and other countries, along
with models of socio-cultural empowerment.

Concrete suggestions emerged for addressing challenges related to language and
culture.

Experts and keynote speakers underscored the universality of Indian culture and Arya
Samaj's reformative contribution.

This international seminar became a significant platform for serious discourse on the
struggles, cultural heritage protection, and social role of the Girmitiya Indian labourers.
Foreign scholars and diaspora representatives exchanged ideas on the global spread of Indian

48



culture and new research possibilities. The event opened new pathways for socio-cultural
empowerment and paved the way for the academic advancement of the college
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History of Aryd Samaj

Guyana's Ary8 Sama) grew by lcaps and bounds with the coming of Professor
Bhaskas anad MA.BL in 1936. He was forced to say longer he had p|unncd
because world W ar ] started and ships were being torpedomg He moved from
village to village ter Pauranic Hindu

and built the Arya Sama) within the grea
community. He suffered many indignitics with his dhoti being pulled down, and
he was tsulted by {he Sanatani Pandits (bhat satsh) However, it 18 to be noted
that the Arys Samaj rhetoric was violent and had great difficulry with that

ananda. had converted some 25 percent of the Hindu
15 through his efforis that Arya Samaj Was

By 1945 Prof. Bhay
population of Guyana. [t W
established in Guyana
(bhai satish)

The wealthy in the community donated land, money and their scrvices to

puilding taneible cultural hertages like mandirs-cum-schools.
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